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Mark Cavendish forced to delay getting
his teeth into new season

- Dental problem persuades Briton into precautionary approach
 No racing for sprinter until Ruta del Sol on 17 February
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A Mark Cavendish will not begin racing this season until Ruta del Sol on 17 February. Photograph: B Lennon/Getty
Images Photograph: B Lennon/Getty

Mark Cavendish has been forced to delay the start of his 2010 season because
of an ongoing dental problem.

The 24-year-old from the Isle of Man has become the world's premier
sprinter in the last two seasons, with 10 Tour de France stage wins and a host
of further honours, including victory in the 2009 Milan-San Remo Classic.

Cavendish's main goals for 2010 are the Tour de France's maillot vert - the
sprint classification winner's green jersey - and a stage win at the three
Grand Tours, in France, Italy and Spain.

But his hopes may be hampered as Team HTC-Columbia announced that he
will not begin racing until Ruta del Sol on 17 February due to the dental
problem which has limited his training.

"We want to take all precautions and ensure that Mark has fully recovered
and is able to get in some extra base training for the long season ahead of
him," said the team manager, Rolf Aldag.

"His season goals remain the same and he is looking forward to performing
as planned in major spring races like Milan-San Remo and Flanders before his
focus shifts toward the stage racing."

News is under threat...

... just when we need it the most. Millions of readers around the world are
flocking to the Guardian in search of honest, authoritative, fact-based
reporting that can help them understand the biggest challenge we have
faced in our lifetime. But at this crucial moment, news organisations are
facing a cruel financial double blow: with fewer people able to leave their
homes, and fewer news vendors in operation, we’re seeing a reduction in
newspaper sales across the UK. Advertising revenue continues to fall
steeply meanwhile as businesses feel the pinch. We need you to help fill the

gap.

We believe every one of us deserves equal access to vital public service
journalism. So, unlike many others, we made a different choice: to keep
Guardian journalism open for all, regardless of where they live or what they
can afford to pay. This would not be possible without financial
contributions from those who can afford to pay, who now support our work
from 180 countries around the world.

Reader financial support has meant we can keep investigating,
disentangling and interrogating. It has protected our independence, which
has never been so critical. We are so grateful.

We need your support so we can keep delivering quality journalism that’s
open and independent. And that is here for the long term. Every reader
contribution, however big or small, is so valuable. Support The Guardian
from as little as £1 - and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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